
 

 
 

 
 
 
    Kirkland Awarded Mississippi Secondary School Principal of the Year 
 
Students heading back to school at Velma Jackson High School this year will be greeted by Mississippi’s 
Secondary School Principal of the Year, Mr. Carey Kirkland. Beginning his fourth year as lead principal of VJHS, 
Mr. Kirkland was honored at the Mississippi Association of Secondary School Principals (MASSP) conference 
this summer with its highest annual recognition. He will represent Mississippi at the national conference in 
Washington, D.C., in September.  
 “It’s quite an honor, and very humbling, to receive this award,” says Kirkland, “I physically accepted the 
award, but it really belongs to the teachers. Our teachers care about the students, they are dedicated, and 
without them we would not have the success that we have had at Velma Jackson.” 
 An educator for 26 years, Mr. Kirkland credits strong relationships between students and faculty, along 
with outstanding community support, for the academic growth and success of Velma Jackson High School. 
Under Mr. Kirkland’s leadership the school has improved two letter grades in State Accountability, earning a B 
in 2018. 
 “Our number one goal is to graduate every student, and make sure they are prepared for the 
workforce or college,” says Kirkland. The nearly 300 students at Velma Jackson High School meet by grade-
level with faculty every month. Kirkland says these regular meetings give students ownership of their progress 
and success in school. Students talk about what kinds of help and support they need academically, and the 
open dialogue lets students know that they are priority number one.  
 “We have graduates come back and tell us how great their experiences were at Velma Jackson and 
how they know their teachers cared about them,” says Kirkland, who spent 18 years of his career in education 
as a coach prior to becoming an administrator.  
 After graduating from Alcorn State University, Kirkland began his career coaching football in Warren 
County. He later coached in his hometown of Yazoo City where he once was a student. While a freshman in 
Yazoo City, he was taught biology by first-year teacher Charlotte Seals, who now serves as Superintendent of 
Madison County Schools. 
 “Mr. Kirkland was a great student,” says Seals, “He is now an excellent administrator, who is focused 
on the culture of his school campus. His teachers and students know they are valued and that quality 
instruction is absolutely important.” 
  Prior to becoming a principal, Kirkland gained experience coaching in Warren County and Yazoo City, as 
well as serving Madison County Schools as a coach at Madison Central High School and Germantown Middle 
School. While a coach, Kirkland had the opportunity to lead the now famous Fletcher Cox on the football field.  
 Kirkland was encouraged by friends and colleagues to pursue a career in administration. “They told me 
they thought I would be good at that, and so I decided to work towards that goal,” says Kirkland, who then 
earned his master’s degree in administration from Mississippi College. After serving as an elementary assistant 
principal, he found his calling as a high school principal.  
 “I’m thankful to Dr. Ronnie McGehee [former Madison County Schools Superintendent] for entrusting 
me with the opportunity to lead Velma Jackson High School,” says Kirkland. 



 

 Kirkland’s oldest son has followed in his father’s footsteps, currently working as an educator in Hinds 
County. His daughter recently graduated from Mississippi State University and his youngest son is a 
sophomore at Mississippi State and a member of the cheerleading squad.  
 As a father of three, Kirkland understands the importance of education and family. He sees the Velma 
Jackson community as a school family, and one that is ready to work hard in the year ahead. 
“Our goal is for this school to become an A,” says Kirkland, “It’s a new school year and time to roll up our 
sleeves, get back in there, and make a difference.” 
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Madison County Schools, in collaboration with families and community, strives to promote a safe and caring learning 
environment that empowers students by providing diverse opportunities which emphasize academic excellence and 
encourage critical thinking skills. Our goal is for students to develop into responsible, productive individuals who are 
equipped to make positive contributions to an ever-changing global society. 
 

MOTIVATE, EDUCATE, GRADUATE! 


